THE   BISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

to his sister at the time, but published long after.*"
Those present were Lord Brougham, Sir David
Brewster, Mr. Cox and the medium.

" We four/' said Brewster, " sat down at a moderately-
sized table, the structure of which we were invited to
examine. In a short time the table struggled, and a
tremulous motion ran up all our arms; at our bidding these
motions ceased and returned. The most unaccountable
rappings were produced in various parts of the table,
and the table actually rose from the ground when no hand
was upon it. A larger table was produced, and exhibited
similar movements. . . .

" A small hand-bell was laid down with its mouth
upon the carpet, and after lying for some time, it actually
rang when nothing could have touched it." He adds that
the bell came over to him and placed itself in his hand, and
it did the same to Lord Brougham ; and concludes :
" These were the principal experiments. We could give
no explanation of them, and could not conjecture how they
could be produced by any kind of mechanism."

The Earl of Dunraven states that he was induced
to investigate the phenomena by what Brewster had
told him. He describes meeting the latter, who said
that the manifestations were quite inexplicable by
fraud, or by any physical laws with which we were
acquainted. Home sent an account of this sitting in
a letter to a friend in America, where it was published
with comments. When these were reproduced in the
English Press, Brewster became greatly alarmed. It
was one thing to hold certain views privately, it was
quite another to face the inevitable loss of prestige

* " Home Life of Sir David Brewster/' by Mrs. Gordon (his daughter),
1869.
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